
 
FAQS, TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
For Use of FORECAST Materials 

 
What is the point of a FORECAST Training Approval Process?  
The purpose of FORECAST is to support the increase of trauma-informed knowledge and skills 
in the emerging and existing child-serving workforce. The purpose of formalizing the 
FORECAST training and approval process helps ensure fidelity to FORECAST curriculum 
training standards. This will allow for successful broad-scale evaluation of the curriculum and 
ongoing consistency of outcomes. 
 
The FORECAST Materials include TIERS, FORECAST facilitator guides and supplementary 
handouts/documentation (e.g. character profiles, module handouts), supplementary simulation 
materials (e.g., video of mock house, virtual tour), the facilitator manual and simulation 
templates, and learning session materials).  
 
What can I do with a FORECAST Training Approval? 
Subject to the terms and conditions herein, an approved “FORECAST facilitator” can conduct 
classroom or community based trainings using the FORECAST simulations, can copy and 
distribute FORECAST handouts (e.g., module background handouts, PBL worksheets, 
investigation planning sheets, character profiles, and any other handouts in the “materials 
needed” section of the facilitator guide, or slide and activities developed and shared by 
FORECAST faculty as part of the learning sessions) for purposes of simulation facilitation and 
core concepts trainings, and can provide a general overview of the FORECAST project to 
training groups by using the Michael “teaser” simulation. A “FORECAST trainer” can do all of the 
above, and upon approval (as described below), can co-train simulations with a new facilitator to 
equip them for approval as authorized by FORECAST. Please note that only approved 
FORECAST facilitators should have access to use the FORECAST facilitator manual.  
 
Only approved FORECAST facilitators in good standing can hold themselves out as a 
“FORECAST facilitator.”  
 
How do I get approved as a FORECAST facilitator?  
There are two options: 

1. Attend both FORECAST learning collaborative sessions, 50% of the action period 
consultation calls, and facilitate or co-facilitate simulations while under consultation by 
FORECAST faculty. This path allows you to facilitate any of the FORECAST simulations, 
maintain access to shared FORECAST web spaces, and copy and distribute 
FORECAST handouts within your own training or education setting. 

2. Have a qualified FORECAST trainer attest via a facilitator approval form to your 
demonstrated mastery of the 12 Core Concepts, TIERS, Problem Based 
Learning-Simulation pedagogy, and compliance with a simulation’s fidelity checklists. 
The expectation is that you will co-facilitate a simulation with an approved FORECAST 



trainer a minimum of three times and submit documentation signed by the approved 
FORECAST trainer. Upon approval of the attestation by FORECAST staff as a 
FORECAST facilitator, you are free to independently​ ​facilitate that specific FORECAST 
simulation and access all related FORECAST materials. For instance, if you co-facilitate 
the mandated reporting simulation three times with an approved trainer and the 
investigation simulation once, you could facilitate the mandated reporter simulation 
independently, but not the investigation simulation.  

 
How can I become a FORECAST trainer, to train other facilitators in my local community? 
If you complete the FORECAST learning collaborative and attend 50% of action period 
consultation calls, you are eligible to submit a video of yourself facilitating a simulation. Upon 
video review, if you meet fidelity requirements and demonstrate mastery of the material, you can 
become an approved trainer of that simulation. For instance, if you meet fidelity standards for 
the investigation simulation, you can then help others become approved facilitators of the 
investigation simulation. They would need to co-facilitate the investigation simulation with you 
three times, with increasing responsibility and leadership in the facilitation. You would also need 
to attest to the new facilitator’s demonstrated mastery of the 12 Core Concepts, TIERS, Problem 
Based Learning-Simulation pedagogy, and compliance with a simulation’s fidelity checklists, 
prior to their approval to train independently. You can become a trainer for all four simulations 
by submitting four separate videos for approval. 
 
How long is the approval valid? 
The current FORECAST approval is valid until June 30, 2021, at which point it can be renewed 
for two year periods upon completion of any relevant FORECAST continuing education 
requirements, so long as training is offered by UMSL. This will ensure all updates and new 
FORECAST Materials are received by people using the simulations. While funded by SAMHSA, 
there will be no processing fee for renewal. In the event FORECAST is not funded, but UMSL, 
in its discretion, is nonetheless willing to offer training, a nominal fee may be charged to cover 
staff time for renewal review.  
 
Can I charge participants when I give a FORECAST training? 
Because all of the FORECAST Materials were funded by SAMHSA to help develop a 
trauma-informed workforce at the broadest level possible, we encourage you to maintain the 
spirit of FORECAST and pass on the trainings free of charge or as reasonably as possible to 
others. If you must charge a fee, we would appreciate your consideration of waiving the fee for 
people who cannot afford the cost. We also expect that you will continue to support evaluation 
efforts.  
 
How can I maintain my FORECAST approval?  
Communication is key. Approved FORECAST facilitators (granted through learning community 
participation or via training by a local FORECAST trainer) commit to the following: 

● Submit quarterly reports related to FORECAST trainings conducted 
● Facilitate the collection of evaluation data  



● Inform FORECAST staff about planned conference presentations or related research 
projects 

● Cite materials appropriately 
This collaboration will ensure that the FORECAST simulations continue to increase the quality 
of trauma-informed care and that we can understand the “spread” of the curriculum.  
 
What if an approved trainer wants to make changes to the FORECAST Materials? 
Should an approved trainer desire to make changes to the FORECAST MATERIALS, create 
derivative works in the FORECAST Materials or to otherwise create additional pieces/modules 
of the FORECAST MATERIALS (collectively the “Adapted FORECAST Materials”), a request 
should be made to the FORECAST Project Director prior to proceeding with development. 
Should an approved trainer create such Adapted Materials, the approved trainer grants to 
UMSL and its FORECAST collaborators a non-exclusive, sub-licensable, royalty-free worldwide 
right to copy, use, distribute, publicly perform, publicly display, and create further derivative 
works in the Adapted FORECAST Materials.  
 
What are the minimum standards for me to use FORECAST Materials in a training? 
FORECAST trainers will incorporate ​The 12 Core Concepts for Understanding Traumatic Stress 
Responses in Children and Families​ (NCTSN, 2012) into all trainings and follow the “fidelity 
checklists” for each simulation module as closely as possible. This includes doing all four 
modules for simulation trainings, incorporating the 12 Core Concepts, TIERS, and Problem 
Based Learning pedagogy for a simulation training. For a core concepts standalone training, all 
12 Core Concepts should be addressed. 
 
Who owns the copyright in the FORECAST Materials?  
The copyright in the FORECAST Materials is owned by The Curators of the University of 
Missouri (“University)”, with some aspects being jointly owned with University of 
Illinois-Springfield. A portion of the learning session materials (​The Using the PBL Cycle to 
Improve Trauma-Informed Care​ slides) were used with permission from Christopher Layne, 
Ph.D., Director of Education in Evidence-Based Practice, UCLA/Duke University National 
Center for Child Traumatic Stress and Hannah Grossman, Postdoctoral Fellow, UCLA/Duke 
University National Center for Child Traumatic Stress, and are not eligible for reproduction or 
adaptation without permission from the authors. 
 
The copyright notice or other proprietary marks should not be removed from any materials. 
 
What sort of attribution should I provide when using the FORECAST Materials? 
The copyright ownership should be specified as noted above.  
 
Any use of FORECAST Materials, including by approved FORECAST trainers, must be cited 
appropriately. The recommended citation is: 
 Dunn, J., Haskell, D., Barker, K., Drewry, K., Evans, S., Goulet, B., Jones, C., Kaehler, L., Klar, 

D., Kliethermes, M., & Lane, S. (2017). ​FORECAST Facilitator’s Guide. ​Children’s 



Advocacy Services of Greater St. Louis, Department of Psychological Sciences, 
University of Missouri-St. Louis, Saint Louis, Missouri. 

 
The 12 Core Concepts themselves are a separate product, and should be cited: 
 NCTSN Core Curriculum on Childhood Trauma Task Force (2012). The 12 core concepts: 

Concepts for understanding traumatic stress responses in children and families. Core 
Curriculum on Childhood Trauma. Los Angeles, CA, and Durham, NC: UCLA-Duke 
University National Center for Child Traumatic Stress.  

 
Further, it should be noted that the work was funded by the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), US Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS), which retains for itself and others acting on its behalf a nonexclusive, irrevocable 
worldwide license to reproduce, prepare derivative works, and distribute this work on behalf of 
the Government. All other rights are reserved by the copyright holder(s). 
 
Other Terms and Conditions 
 
Disclaimer of Warranties​.  THE FORECAST MATERIALS ARE DELIVERED “AS IS” IN EVERY 
RESPECT.  UNIVERSITY, ITS CURRENT OR FORMER CURATORS, OFFICERS, 
EMPLOYEES, AND AFFILIATES MAKE NO REPRESENTATIONS AND EXTEND NO 
WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO WARRANTIES OF NON-INFRINGEMENT, COMMERCIAL UTILITY, 
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE, THE ABSENCE OF 
LATENT OR OTHER DEFECTS, WHETHER OR NOT DISCOVERABLE. 
 
Damages Exclusion / Limitation of Remedie​s.  EACH INSTITUTION/ORGANIZATION AND 
END USER ASSUME THE ENTIRE RISK AS TO PERFORMANCE OF THE FORECAST 
MATERIALS. IN NO EVENT SHALL UNIVERSITY ITS CURRENT OR FORMER CURATORS, 
OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES, AND AFFILIATES BE LIABLE FOR INCIDENTAL, 
CONSEQUENTIAL, SPECIAL, EXEMPLARY, OR PUNITIVE DAMAGES OF ANY KIND, 
REGARDLESS OF THE FORM OF ACTION, WHETHER IN CONTRACT OR IN TORT, 
INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE OR OTHERWISE, AND INCLUDING ECONOMIC DAMAGE OR 
INJURY TO PROPERTY AND LOST PROFITS, ATTORNEYS' AND EXPERTS' FEES, 
REGARDLESS OF WHETHER UNIVERSITY MAY BE ADVISED, MAY HAVE OTHER 
REASON TO KNOW, OR IN FACT SHALL KNOW OF THE POSSIBILITY.  
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