Hailey Miller: PBL Module #1 Background

Characters and Demographs

m Alan “Al” Miller: 24-year-old male—mar-
ried to Eve Miller and father to Hailey,
Jonah and Toby.

m Eve Miller: 23-year-old female—married
to Alan Miller and mother to Hailey, Jonah
and Toby.

m Hailey Miller: 5-year-old female
m Jonah Miller: 22-month-old male

m Tobias “Toby” Miller: 3-month-old male

Background Information

The Miller family moved to the area approxi-
mately 13 months ago from rural Alabama due to
a job opening for Mr. Miller at a local manufac-
turing company. This fall, Hailey Miller enrolled
in all day Kindergarten at Weston Elementary
School in the local school district. Since she start-
ed school, staff raised several concerns about her
wellbeing. Hailey is significantly behind academ-
icallyand is described as “inattentive” and “timid”
by her teacher. She frequently comes to school
in dirty clothes with unwashed, matted hair.
Hailey rarely brings her lunch, and her parents
made no deposits into her lunch account since
the first month of school. Her parents have not
yet submitted the paperwork necessary to enroll
Hailey in the “free or reduced lunch program.”
Consequently, Hailey relies on the cafeteria staff
to provide her with a peanut butter sandwich at
lunch time.

Mr. Singleton, the school social worker from
Weston, attempted to visit the home on vari-
ous occasions with no success; however, he did
speak with a neighbor whose children attend
the elementary school. Through this neighbor,
who also has concerns, Mr. Singleton learned
that Jonah Miller, Hailey’s toddler brother is
frequently seen playing unsupervised outside
in the parking lot behind the family home. The
neighbor also noted that the police have been
summoned to the house on several occasions to
address peace disturbance calls (e.g. screaming,
yelling and loud music).

Incident

Hailey Miller came to school several times this
past week dirty and with a foul odor coming
from her genital area. Today she wet her pants
and had to be changed into dry clothing. As the
nurse cleaned her, she noticed red-tinged stains
in Hailey’s underwear and a strong odor com-
ing from Hailey’s vaginal area. The nurse also
noticed large loop mark welts and bruising on
the backs of her thighs (see Figure 1, pg.26).
When the nurse inquired how she got the bruis-
ing on her thighs, Hailey stated, “Daddy gave
me a whipping because I didn’t watch Jonah
good enough and he got out again. Mommy said
the lady might take us away if I let him get out
again.” The school nurse called the Child Abuse
and Neglect Hotline to report her suspicions of
physical abuse, sexual abuse and neglect.
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