
STS Simulation Module Character Profile

Andrea Wilson (Katie Anderson Simulation)

Demographics

and Background

● You are Katie Anderson’s kindergarten teacher.

● You have been teaching for four years.

● Four years ago, you taught Katie’s older sister, Emily.

● You have a good working relationship with your principal.

● Your current class is challenging.  There are a number of students

with significant behavioral difficulties.

● Your spouse was recently laid off resulting in increased financial

stressors and marital conflict.

● You have a daughter roughly the same age as Katie Anderson

● Unknown to most people, including your principal, you have a

significant history of sexual abuse by your father.

Character

Development

Tips

● You are under a great deal of stress due to your spouse being
unemployed.  This has led to frequent arguments between the two
of you and a number of sleepless nights.

● You know that this has impacted your performance at work during
the current school year and are feeling guilty and ashamed by what
you perceive as “weakness” on your part.

● Due to your own experience with sexual abuse you were highly
triggered by Katie’s disclosure of sexual abuse. You feel like you
handled it relatively well during your encounter with Katie, but find
yourself feeling more and more distressed.  You are particularly
distressed by the fact that your daughter is the same age as Katie.
Due to your own experience of sexual abuse, you are highly
suspicious of Katie’s father.  You suspect that he was involved in
the alleged sexual abuse regardless of what was disclosed by Katie.

● You respect your principal and are concerned that the current

situation will result in a negative evaluation of yourself as a teacher.

Character Directions:

● Initially attempt to minimize your current difficulties or blame

them on the challenging nature of your class.  Disclose more

information if your principal makes you feel understood and

supported.  You may disclose any of the following:

o Guilt related to your current work performance
o Current financial and marital challenges
o History of sexual abuse by your father
o Anxiety that something like this could happen to your daughter

● Express your belief that Katie’s father is the perpetrator of sexual



abuse (even if Katie has disclosed otherwise).  Stress that men
ALWAYS do this kind of thing.

● Initially present as resistant to discussing the possibilities of
secondary traumatic stress and implicit bias, but don’t be too
challenging!


