FOUNDATIONS FOR OUTREACH THROUGH EXPERIENTIAL CHILD ADVOCACY STUDIES TRAINING

Children’s Detective

Demographics and Background

m You are the MDT Children’s Detective

m You have authority to conduct
background searches for any law
enforcement documents relating to
families (such as individual criminal

background checks, arrest warrants, etc.),

and to provide to other MDT members

such information for MDT investigations.

m You also may participate as an active
MDT member in active investigations,
CAC visits and case reviews, per the CAC
model.

Authority/Responsibility

m You are required to conduct an
investigation in response to allegations of
child abuse or neglect reported to the state
child abuse and neglect hotline.

You have the authority and access to
guestion the following people involved in
this case:

* Alleged victims

e Caregivers

e Suspects

» Witnesses

m Your responsibilities are:

1. Investigate to determine if a crime has
occurred.

2. Gather any corroborating evidence to
facilitate the investigation.

3. Question and arrest relevant suspects if
appropriate.

4. Seek warrants/charges from the
prosecutor if appropriate.

5. Activate any and all relevant
multidisciplinary team members
necessary to facilitate the investigation
(e.g. Child Protection Services, Child
Advocacy Center).

Character Development Tips

Module #4

In this module, you will meet with the MDT
at the Case Review session, where you all will
share your steps taken (and professional docu-
mentation related to the same) in this case.

Steps you've taken in this case:
m Ran background checks.

m Conducted home visit with CPS and
removed alleged perpetrator from home
(per safety plan).

m Interviewed witnesses (therapist, brother).
m Attended forensic interview.
m Put together probable cause statement.

m Conducted search of home and seized
digital camera and computer.

m Took evidence to crime lab who located
images of Sammi unclothed and seemingly
engaged in sex acts.
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= Interviewed Mr. Hartwin and obtained Information you can now share
signed sworn statement admitting to some
= Sought and received arrest warrant. e Copies of the probable cause statement and

. arrest warrant.
e Arrested Mr. Hartwin.

o Submitted file and findings to prosecuting

attorney for consideration of charges. Information you can now share

e You are excited about the signed confession,
but you know things can change as the trial
looms ahead.
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